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Unbottled water

Company rents and services filtration system
for $50 to $100 a month, depending on volume.
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Jeff Leeka looks for omens, tries
to stay ahead of popular trends
and maintains a profound respect
for technology:

A former lobbyist and media re-
lations man for SBC, now known
as AT&T, Leeka quietly has de-
clared war on plastic water bottles.
Since 2004, Leeka's been the owner
of Pure Water Technology, a deal-

ership that installs and-sexvices fil-

tered water systems at area bUsi-
Nesses. :
And if Leeka’s ahead of the right

" trend, he believes the world will be

a better place and Pure Water will
pour money, .

A transplant SBC brought to
San Antonio from Missouri, Leeka
arrived in 2000 with almost 25
years in the company That same
year, SBC offered early retirement
to people who turned 45 by a cer-

“T turned 45 on that day," Leeka
said. “I thought the stars were lin-
ing up. The day they offered it was

the day I took it."

Leeka didn't know what he
wanted to do next, but he had a
few ideas. Ed Whitacre, his former
boss, often told exécutives to think
about staying ahead of the curve.
That advice stuck.

Leeka wanted an 8 am.-to-5 pam.
operation that was business-to-
business oriented, was environ-
mentally friendly and utilized a
technology that was ahead of the
curve,

_He found a photocopier. servic-
oy s St S :

rented and serviced a novel water

fountain that was sold by a Sand-

point, Idaho-based company, Pure

Health Solutions Inc. The copier
company wanted to sell its San An-
tonio dealership in the water busi-
ness so Leeka put together several
hundred thousand dollars and took
the dive into self-employment.

Starting with 100 corporate cli-
ents, Leeka’s firm is up to 900 to-
day, he said.

“Annual sales are $1 million-

See WATER/2C

The machines serve cold or hot water and can be con-
nected directly to coffee and tea brewers.






